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ROMAN S, vii. ꝶ99. 


95 For e he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate to Be 
F eonformed to the image of his ſon, chat he might be the 
- © firſt born among many proteome | 


4 with religious controverſy muſt know, that 
thys text has exerciſed the wiſdom and the ability 


. 


To believe, as ſome Calvin 2 that God did, 


in a fovereign „ abſolute, and unconditional Ways 


\VERY one who i is in any 9 3 g 


; 0 „Chriſtians, even of all denominations. Cal- 6: 
1 viniſts themſelves are not agreed on the meaning of 
the paſſage, while the Arminian attempts to dif- 


. cuſs it with a ene hang ang a faulteting 
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_ predeſlinate ole race of intelligence a few 


to eternal happineſs, and the greater part to endleſs 
miſery, is a faith which ſeems, as it were, to unmake 
us; it is contrary to all the feelings of the human 
mind, and conſequently tends to deſtroy our natu- 


ral affection; to be without which is reckoned, in 
Scripture, among the greateſt of fins. Rom. i. 31 
Some, indeed, are more moderate, and teach that 


Sod did not abſolutely predeſtinate any to eternal 
miſery, but that he did predeſtinate ſome to ever- 


laſting happineſs, and paſſed by the reſt. And in- 


deed ſome Arminians ſeem to have the ſame opi- 


nion: Mr. Weſtley's Sermon on Predeſtination 
has the following queſtions and anſwers—* Who 
e are; glorified None but thoſe who were firſt 
ec ſahftified.. Who are ſandified? None but thoſe 
- who were firſt juſtified. Who are juſtified? 


„None but thoſe who were firſt predeſtinated. 


Who are predeſtinated? None but thoſe whom 
God foreknew as believers.” But what did he 
do with thoſe whom he foreknew as unbelievers? 
The anſwer muſt be, He paſſed them by : and this, 
I think, is all that Calviniſts mean by preterition. 
But how could God create thoſe for happineſs 
whom be paſſed by? he muſt have fore known 


them as well as the others. And how could Chriſt 
die for the 1 of thoſe hom God foreknew 
would 


g 


441 


would not accept of deliverance] 9 — Now, although © 1 
the latter view ſeems more lenient, yet it is far leſs 
conſiſtent ; and, indeed, 1 ed, comes to the 
ſame thing. ö 
Before we enter on the ER TS Jifenltion of 
1 the text, it may be convenient and even neceſſary, 
3 to make ſome Food remarks, which may be con- 
* ſidered as axioms. 
Fe 1. God is the creator of all things. We nend. & 
„ Gen. i. 27, So God created man in his own 
8 | 3 image, in the image of God created he him; 5 
be Fo. „male and female created he them.” Eph. it. gh. #® 
_ * Who (God) created all things by Jeſus Chriſt,” 
We learn from theſe texts, that God is the creator 
of all: now, if he is the Creator of all, then he 
muſt be egqual/y the Father of all; and as there is no 
13 partiality with God, he muſt care for all alike: ſo 
| that if he intends to do good to his ſinful creatures, 


=P G | 
his plan muſt be univerſal. Therefore it is written, 
Pſalm cxxxvii. 8. Forſake not the works of thine * 
, 8-5 < own hands.” So again, Pſalm cxlv. 9. « The 


« Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are | 
<« over ALL his works.” Thus he is not a nominal, 
but a real Father to all his creatures; he ſees their 
wants, he feels, as it were, their miſery, and pities 
their condition, becauſe he delighteth in mercy, 
Micah, vii. 18. TRE is his ſtrange work, 
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Haiah, XXVIIl. 21. Therefore it is written, Hoſea, 


i. 3. How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? hor 


« Thall deliver thee, Iſrael? How ſhall I make 


« thee as Admah ? ' how ſhall [ ſet thee as Zeboim? 


5 Mine heart is turned within me ; n repentings 
7 are kindled together.” ; 

2 God 18 love, 1 John, i iv. 8.; dans it is 
evident nothing can proceed from him contrary to 


- that principle; the work of creation, therefore, was 


an act of love. We know he created all things in 
wiſdom—he muſt have had an abſolute end in cre- 
ation and that end muſt have been the happineſs 
of the creature,” becauſe no other end is conſonant 
to the character of love "which he bears * the 


| Scriptures. 


The Scriprures Ty us, chat all 8 were 
created ſor the pleaſure of God. Rev. iv. 11. 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
% honour, and power; for thou haſt created all 


© things, and for thy pleaſure they are and were 
created. The immortal God hath ſworn, that 
he hath no pleaſure in the death of a finners 


Ezek. xxx111. 11. As I hve, faith the Lord 


* God, I have no pleaſure in the death of the 


* wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way 
© and hve.” 


It ſeems very evident to me, that the Hebrew 
word yan and the Greek word boar, convey the 
- ſame 


- 


* 


fame idea in the paſſages laſt quoted. There is no 
difficulty in learning from theſe texts, that the will 
odr pleaſure of the ever living God is the life and 
happigeſs of his creatures; it was his original de- 
ſign in creating them. He is infinite in know- 
19 ledge; nothing, therefore, unforeſeen can ariſe to 
render his deſign abortive. He muſt have fore- 
ſeen that ſin would debaſe millions of his creatures, 
and make them miſerable: but this did not ſtop'the 
exerciſe of his creating power, becauſe infinite 
wiſdom could deviſe their reſtoration, and infinite 
| 71 power could conſummate the purpoſe, however 
difficult it might be. Known unto God are all 
« his works, from the beginning of the age,” 
Acts, xv. 18. <© He worketh all things after the 
* counſel of his own will,“ Epheſ. i. 11. | 
{3-2 In ſpeaking of the moral agency of man, we 
| ſhould not attribute a power to him equal, or even - 
ſuperior, to the power of God, which is really done 
whenever we ſuppoſe that men can reſiſt, fo as to 
5 dieſtroy, the purpoſe of God. Man may, indeed, | 
MM reſiſt the fulfilment of his purpoſe, but it is impoſ- 
| ſible for him to fruſtrate it, becauſe man's power is 
finite, but God's power is infinite. That power 
which made man is ſurely ſufficiently ftrong to ſub- 
due him. Thy people ſhall be a willing oblation ? 


% 


* So the word 272 ought io be tranſlated, 
| 5 cc in 


„ 


in the day (the mediatorial = of thy power,” 
Pfalm cx. 3 
3. God is immutable. It is true he deals with 


men according to character; when they rebel againſt 


him, and he is about to inflict judgments upon 


them, he is ſaid to repent that he made man, Gen. 


vi. 6. ; it is undoubtedly a figure of ſpeech; the 
plain meaning of which is, that God was about to 
© change his conduct towards mankind, even as a 
man would do when he really repents of an action 
which he has done; therefore it is lid; Ver. 7, 
c And the Lord faid, I will deſtroy man.“ - So 
when God changes his conduct from judgment to 
| mercy upon the repentance of his creatures, it is 
called repenting of the evil which he thought to 


do, Jonah, iii. 10. But he cannot change the pur- 


poſe of his mind, becauſe all his acts are the very 


0 beſt, being founded in infinite wiſdom: he cannot 


change for the better, and to change for the worſe 


would be folly, if not wickedneſs. The purpoſe 


of his mind, therefore, muſt for ever remain the 
fame. le is of one mind, and who can turn 
* him?” Job, xxiii. 123. lyam the Lord, 1 
* change not,” Mal. iii. 6. © Every good gift 


and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 


don from the Father of lights, with whom is 
e variableneſs, neither ſhadow of - turning,” 


bl 


i 
* 
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creatures is be 3 or ee, Them rand 
ther in Chriſt. This is a purpoſe formed IN HIM - 


szELF-it cannot therefore be fruſtrated, nor ſuffer 


any change whatever. Having made known 
* unto us the myſtery of his will, according to 


* his good pleaſure, which he hath purpoſed 18 


<< HIMSELF, that in the diſpenſation of the Fur- 
« NESS oF TIMES, he might gather together in 


one all things in Chriſt, both which are in hea- 


cc 


ven, and which are on earth, even in him.“ 
Epheſ. i. 9, 10. It is erroneous to ſay, This pre- 


ſent time is the only time of ſalvation; it caſts a 
cloud of impenetrable darkneſs over the whole 


economy of God; it is an opinion unfounded in 
the Scriptures, and pregnant with error. The 


Scriptures not only teach a plurality but alſo a FuL- 


Ness of times, for the accompliſhment. .of the 
great purpoſe of God, the gathering together or 


reheading of all things in Chriſt. It is indeed faid, 


6% Now is the accepted time, now is the day of 
« ſalvation ; ” and it has been ſaid ſo for a long 
time paſt; and no doubt but it will be ſaid ſo for a 
long time to come, even through all the ages of 
the mediator's, reign, for the goſpel is ee ſaid 
to be everlaſting, Rev. Xiv. 6. 

The ſubjection and reconciliation of all things | 
to 0d is a doctrine I think clearly contained in 
3 the 


— ar TO AAR FI — 2 


8 
the Scriptuges. The firſt promiſe made to man- 


kind after the fall, compared with 1 John, iii. 8. 


clearly ſhews, that ſin ſhall be deſtroyed—** And I 


will put enmity between thee and the wo- 


“ man, and between thy ſeed and her ſeed; it 
“(or he) ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou {halt 
© bruiſe his heel,” ——< For this purpoſe the ſon 


of God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy 
_< the works of the devil.” Gen. iii. 1 5. 1 John, 
21.8. It ſeems, that the bruiſing the head of the 
ſerpent is explained by John by deſtroying the 
works of the devil, i. e. fin, with all its conſe- 


quences, which never can be done, if they are to re- 


main in any of the creatures of God eternally. But 


the purpoſe of God is ſure and ſtedfaſt: if bis 


purpoſes of judgment ſhall ſtand, (Jer. li. 29.) 


how much more ſhall his purpoſes of mercy, ſeeing 
the former is his ſtrange act, (Iſaiah, -xxviii. 21.) 


but the latter is his delight? Micah, vii. 18.—— 


« There are many devices in a man's heart, ne- 
60 vertheleſs, the counſel of the Lord that ſhall 
ee -ftand,” Prov. xix, 21. And, if I be lifted 


% up from the earth, will draw all nen unto 
me; John, Kii. 32. It is clear from this text 
that Chriſt has love e to ſave all; and as all 
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” The word men is not in the Greek t text, the word all, 
therefore, may be extended ek than men, even to the 
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power i is committed unto him, he cannot be defi- 


cient in ability; ; and as he has been lifted up for 


all, there can be no reaſon to doubt but chat he "wil 
_ draw all: to himſelf. 2 
„For hy him (Chriſt) were all things cool | 


<< that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible 
60 : and inviſible, whether they be thrones, or domi- 
«© nions, or principalities, or powers; all things 


*© before all things, and by him all things conſiſt: 


„“ and he is the head of the body the church; 
* who is the beginning, the firſt born from the 5 


«© dead, that in all things he might have the pre- 


«© eminence, For it pleaſed the Father that in bim 25 


<« were created by him and for him. And he is 


/ 


* ſhould all fulneſs dwell; and (having made 


5c peace by the blood of his croſs) by him to re- 
* concile all things td himſelf, by him, I fa wy, whe- 


oy they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” #4 


S 


puts the docttine of the reconciliation of all things | 


beyond. the poſſibility of a doubt: the apoſtle 


ſeems to labour to prove the point : the word all is 


ſeven times uſed; and if the apoſtle Paul was an 
accurate writer, a good logician, and a ſcribe well 
inſtructed in the kingdom of Chriſt, (as no doubt 
he was) he muſt have uſed it in the ſame ſenſe in 
the 20th verſe as he did in the other parts of the 

- B 2 5 paſſage: 


20. One would think this paſſage 


| c Do \ 
Paſſage: if the apoſtle meant the whole creation in 


the 16th verſe, as he certainly did, then he intends 
the ſame in the 20th verſe; the all zhings muſt be 


the ſame in both verſes. It is true, the apoſtle | 


applies the word reconciliation to the whole; but 


it is eaſy to account 'for that—lIt is evident the 
apoſtle ſpeaks of the creation as on whole: now _ 


although fin has not contaminated the whole, yet 


it has introduced diſcord, and disjointed the cre- 


ation, conſidered i in A. collective ſenſe: the whole, 
therefore, i is put into the hands of Chriſt, that he 


may reſtore and harmonize it, ſo that the Father 


may again behold it as one whole harmonious fa- 
mily: then ſhall he be all in all. Thus it is "the 
apoſtle applies the word reconciliation to the whole. 


The Epiſtle to the Romans has been thought to 


be the great bulwark of Calviniſm ; but I am fully 
perſuaded, that Paul never intended to confine the 
grace and mercy of God to a few: on the contrary, 


the doctrine of univerſal reſtoration, even in this 


epiſtle, i 18 manifeſt; as for inſtance, Rom. v. 19. For 
as by one man 8 diſobedience many (rather the 


Te multitude) were made ſinners, so by the obedi- 
< ence of one SHALL many (the multitude) be made 
de righteous.” It is clear that the obedience of Chriſt 


_thall be as effectual as the diſobedience of Adam, 
| ith this difference, the multitude were made or 


4 


conſti- 


* — 


* 
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68 
conſtituted finners in Adam, but in Chriſt they are 
conſtituted righteous: and as the former was done 
abſolutely, fo muſt the latter alſo; for as they were 
made finners in Adam, so they muſt be made 
righteous in Chriſt. | Verſe 20. Moreover the 
law entered that fin might abound : but where 


ba (7. abounded grace did MUCH MORE abound.” 


This verſe, is in cloſe connection with the former 
verſe; the abounding of fin, therefore, reſpects the 
whole multitude conſtituted ſinners in Adam, and 
not a few individuals : the ſuperabounding of 
grace, therefore, muſt have reſpect unto the ſame. 
But if fin always remain in any, or even in one 
of the creatures of God, then grace never can be 
ſaid to abound more than /i, but rather fin has 
abounded more than gr ace. Verſe 21. © That as 
e fin has reigned unto death, even ſo might grace 


<c reign, through righteouſneſs, unto eternal life by 
* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” It is a fact which none 


can deny, that fin has reigned unto death, effectu- 


ally, abſolutely, and univerſally: the apoſtle ſays, 
As fin has reigned unto death, xyzxx so might 
grace reign, through righteouſneſs, unto eternal 
life, by Jeſus: Chriſt our Lord. It is evident, 
therefore, grace will reign to life, effectually, vo 


lutely, and univerſally. 


Rom. viii. 20. 35 For the creature (raiſer the 
8 creation) was made ſubject to vanity, not wil- 


. N lingly, | 


| 14) 


oy . but by "PR of him who hath ſubjected 
« the ſame in hope. The creation was not ſub- 


Jected do vanity to make way for the exerciſe of | 
God's ſovereignity in electing ſome to endleſs hap- 


pineſs, and appointing the reſt to endleſs miſery. 


' God is love, and all his ſovereign acts muſt be acts 


of love; he-muſt be a wile. and good ſovereign? 
but the creation was ſubjected in hope of future 
recovery. Verſe 21. Becauſe the creature (the 
8 creation) itſelf alſo ſhall be delivered from the 


ec bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty 


< of the children of God;” which muſt mean a 
liberty. from the bondage of fin and vaſſalage of 
Satan: but if a great part or any part of the cre- 


ation remains under the love, the power, the guilt, 


and the pollution of fin endlefly, how can it be 


aid to be delivered? And if it is not delivered, 


how could it have been made ſubject to vanity in 
bope of deliverance? However, the apoſtle ſays, it 
Hall be delivered; and we ought to believe him be- 
fore the wiſe, the ſcribe, and the diſputer of this 


gage. The time will come when {in ſhall be de- 


ſtroyed in all the creatures of God. And every 


+ © thing that hath. breath ſhall praiſe Jan.” 


From the whole of theſe remarks it is evident, 


that the apoſtle Paul, in the words of our text, did 


not. mean to confine that grace, which bringeth 


falvation to all men, to a few; we muſt not, there- 


fore, 


1 
(: 9” 3 Fn 


| 6383 explain them ſo as to contradict God's cha- 
racter of univerſal love. 


Give me leave to read the tei a connection 


with the the following verſe: For whom he did 
5 foreknow he alſo did predeſtinate 20 be conform- 
ed to the image of his ſon, that he might be the 
& firſt born among many brethren. Moreover, 
« whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called; 


„ and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified; and | 


«© whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified.” —— 
The interpreters of this paſſage ſeem to plain it 


as if the apoſtle had made uſe of all the different 


tenſes, paſt, preſent, and future; as for inſtance, 


the act of predeſtination is underſtood as perfectly 


paſt, yea, eternally paſt; but the acts of vocation 
and juſtification as paſt, preſent, and future; i. e. 


God has called and juſtified, does call and juſtify, 


and will continue to do ſo, till all are called and 
juſtified whom he predeſtinated. The act of glo- 


rification is in general conſidered as future only; 
but we ought not to do ſo; the apoſtle uſes but 
one tenſe throughout the paſſage, and that is 


the paſt, as every one may ſee who but juſt caſts 
his eye over the verſes. Predeſtination, vocation, 
juſtification, and glorification, -are all a&s equally 


paſt, becauſe the apoſtle uſes the ſame tenſe to them 


all alike. I do not mean to ſay, that God does | 


not now call and juflify, neither wall he in future; 


no; 


1 60 


it 1s true, God will carry on this great work 
E aids ſinners and juſtifying thoſe who believe 
in Chriſt, till all are juſtified and made holy. All 
that 1 contend for is, the actions, as they ſtand in 
relation to the perſons in the Scripture under con- 
ſideration, are perfectly paſt, becauſe, as I ſaid be- 
fore, the apoſtle uſes the paſt tenſe to them all 
alike. I wiſh you to take particular notice of 
this remark, becauſe it will help us greatly towards 
a right underſtanding of the words. | 
We ſhall now proceed to the Immediate diſcuſ- 
fion of the text.— 
Firſt, What are we to > underſtand by predefti- 
nation ? 
Secondly, Who are the perſons predeſlinated? 2 
a hirdly, To what end were they predeſtinated? 


Firſt, What are we to underſtand by predeſti- 
nation? | 1 ; 
The Greek word. | wp0Wgiot, rranflated predelinate 
is of ce; before, and cee, 70 appoint, or 10 bind 
round or every Way; for ee is from ge., a bound, 
5 limit, or termination. Predeſtination, therefore, is 
an act binding round, or determining beforehand, as 
Acts, iv. 27, 28. *© For of a truth againſt thy holy 
child Jeſus, whom thou haſt anointed, both 
« Herod and Pontus Pilate, with the Gentiles, and 


os hr people of Ifrael, were . together, for 
BEN 5 08 


(8 


& to do oliver thy hand and thy _ . AE 


“ . termined before to be done.” The propriety of 
uſing ſuch a word, to give us the idea of a fixt 
purpoſe, is evident; for when a man has a plan in 
his mind, which he intends to purſue, (no matter 
the object) he binds it round with all the wiſdom 
he poſſeſſes, and with all the power he is endowed 
with, in order that he may riſe ſuperior to every dif- 
ficulty that might fruſtrate his deſign; and if he poſ- 
ſeſſes ſufficient ability, and he remains unchangeable 
in his intent, his purpoſe mult be accompliſhed. So 
I conceive the immortal God acts, with this diffe- 
rence, his purpoſes are bound round with infinite wiſ- 
dom and power; there is no difficulty can ariſe un- 
foreſeen; and if a concatenation of circumſtances 
ſhould appear to render his deſigns abortive, bis 
power is ſufficient to vanquiſh them all. The 
Lord bringeth the counſel of the heathen to 
* nought; he maketh the devices of the people of 
none effect. The counſel of the Lord ſtandeth 
“for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all gene- 
« rations.” Pſalm xxxili. 10, 11. Now as the 
word predeſtination ſignifies to bind round, or 
determine beforehand, it is natural for the mind to 
inquire into this priority, and aſk what it was prior 
to. The deſtination in our text refers to perſons— 
oy Whom he did foreknow he alſo did predeſti- 

hs ** nate, 5 


- 
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«© nate. 1 think we may cali; with ſome 


degree of ſafety, that it was a purpoſe fixt in the 
divine mind, concerning thoſe perſons before they 
were born how long before, I know not. Some, 
indeed, call deftination God's eternal purpoſe; that 


he did, from all eternity, as they expreſs them- 
fel ves, fix the abſolute fate of each one of his crea- 
tures. I conceive the Scriptures will not ſupport 
ſuch an opinion, either with reſpect to its eternal 


formation, or fixing the abſolute or general fate of 


each or any of his creatures. With reſpect to the | 


firſt, I will be bold to ſay, that the original Scrip- 


tures:have no word to convey the. idea of eternity, 
and that the inſpired writers never intended to con- 


vey chat idea in any one word that they have uſed. 


This aſſertion I am ready to make good, whenever 
called upon for that purpoſe. 1 ſhall give one in- 


ſtance of the word ca by way of ſpecimen; ſee 


2 Sam. vii. 13. He (Solomon) ſhall build an 


* houſe for my name, and I will eſtabliſh the 
« throne of his kingdom for ever” (E>w). David, 
referring to this in the 19th verſe, ſays, Thou 


* haſt ſpoken alſo of thy ſervant's houſe for a great 
e while-to come.” The word David makes uſe 
Of is pro —this word, therefore, conveys David's 
idea of the word c w]. The tranſlators rightly _ 
render it @ great while: to come, i. e. a period far 
* —_—— with one much nigher. So the 


word 


c 


a8 4 
aid is uſed in relation to countries, Iaiah, viii. 9, 


*« Afociate yourſelves, O ye people, and ye ſhall 5 
ce be broken to pieces; and give ear, all ye of far 


*© countries; gird yourſelves, and ye ſhall be broken 


e in pieces.“ It is evident, that David underſtood 


the word DW as conveying the idea of a certain 
period, the concluſion of which was far diſtant.— 
David's authority is of more weight than all our 
modern critics, let them be either Jews or gentiles. 
Eternal deſtination cannot be inferred from the 
Greek prepoſition © being joined to e The 
word = is joined with many words expreſſive f 
different actions which cannot have the idea of 
eternity annexed to them, as for inſtance, 2 Cor. 


iii. 2, © I write to them which heretofore have 


* ſinned.” Mat. xiv. 8. And ſhe, being be- 
« fore inſtructed of her mother, ſaid, Give me here 
« John Baptiſt's head in a charger.” 1 Theſ. ivs 
6. We alſo have forewarned you.” Gal. iii. 8. 


* Preached before the goſpel unto Abraham.“ It 


ſeems to me that thoſe who talk ſo much about 
God's eternal purpoſes and decrees, are wile above 
what is written; the Scripture was not intended to 


give us the idea of eternity; and herein the wiſ- 
dom of God appears; for although we can pro- 


nounce the word eternity, yet we cannot compre- 
hend its idea; all that we can ſay about it is, du- 


lation without beginning and without end. The 


mind 


/ 


. 


mind is loſt and bewildered in the contemplation 


of one thouſand million of ages; how much more 


muſt it be overwhelmed at the thought of eternity ? 
And what uſe could it be for God to ſpeak unto us 


about that which we cannot comprehend? if we uſe 


the term, we can ſeldom ule it with propriety. 


How curious it is to hear a miniſter preach about 


God's eternal decree, and through it the elect will 
be brought to everlaſting glory! then after the ſer- 
mon the congregation ſings, 


the 


«© With them number'd may we be, 
Now and #wough eternity.“ 


When this prayer is anſwered, what will they do? 


and where will they be? The Bible may be called 
a hiſtory of Chriſt's kingdom in all ages; it gives 


us. to underſtand that the purpoſe of redemption 


was fixt before the world was; hence we read of 
Chriſt being ſlain from the foundation of the world, 


Rev. xiii. 8. Alſo of his own purpoſe and grace 
which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world 
began, 2 Tim. i. 9. This purpoſe of grace 1s ex- 


plained by Paul to Titus to be a promiſe of life, 


Titus, i. 2. In hope of eternal life, which God, 


that cannot lie, promiſed before the world be- 
© gan.” But as we know but little what was done 


„ the world, or ages, 9 ſo we know but 
5 little 


( 


little what ſhall be done after they are figiſhed.- — !y 


The Scripture gives us ample information of God's 
dealings with his creatures during the ages of 
Chriſt's kingdom, by which we learn, that he will 
not give up the kingdom until all are ſubdued. But 
when all are ſubdued unto Chriſt and reconciled to 
God, then will he give up the kingdom to the Fa- 
ther, that God may be all in all; 1 Cor. xv. 22—28. 
Here commences a ſtate of immortal bliſs and 

| glory, of which the Scriptures only inform us that 
ſuch a ſtate ſhall be. 

And now a word or two about inivecſkd deſtiny. 
If we are governed by abſolute fate, then it is im- 
poſſible for any circumſtance to happen but what 
vas predeſtinated ſhould come to paſs; and vice 

verſa, every circumſtance that has happened, muſt. 
have been predeſtinated. But ſurely the total de- 
ſtruction of Syria, by Joaſh, king of Iſrael, was 
not predeſtined, 2 Kings, xiii. 14—19.; for if it 
was, then it would have been impoſſible for Joaſh 
to have fruſtrated the eternal purpoſe of God re- 
ſpecting Syria, by ſmiting only three times, inſtead 
of five or ſix: and if the deſtruction of Syria by 
Joaſh was not eternally deſtined, his ſmiting fix or 
fix thouſand times could not have made it ſo. 
Again, when Paul was ſhipwrecked, notwith- 
ſtanding the angel of God had given him to un- 
derſtand, that not only he, but the ſhip's crew, 


: | | | | ſhould 


„„ 

ſhould be faved, yet PW the hipmen were about 
to leave the ſhip, he ſays to the centurion and to 
the ſoldiers, «© ExCEPT theſe abide 1 in the ſhip ye 
* cannot be ſaved,” Acts, xxxvii. 31.; an expreſ- 
fion quite inconſiſtent with the idea of all things 
being eternally deſtined, becauſe that admits of no 
_ exception whatever. : | 
It is clear that /ome perſons have been deſtined to 
anſwer certain ends; but as it does not follow 
from that, that all are deflined, either to anſwer the 
- fame or different ends, let us, in the ſecond place, 
conſider who are the perſons referred to in our text, 
- {aid to be predeſtinated. 5 Ih 

Here we may obſerve, that our text furniſhes us 


with an anſwer——*< For whom he did foreknow, 
* he alſo did predęſtinate, &c. 

The queſtion then is, Whom did God fore- 
know? If we can determine this queſtion, we ſhall 
> then be infallibly certain of the' perſons ſaid to be 
| predeſtinated. Now, in order to this, let us, in the 
firſt place, inquire into the meaning of the Greek 
word en, tranſlated foreknow ; it is a compound 
word, of c, before, and , from be, which, ac- 
cording to Parkhurſt, ſignifies To approve, ac- 


knowledge with approbation, according to the 


Hebraical and Helleniſtical uſe of it. Sce Mat. 
vii. 23. Rom. vii. 15. 2 Tim. ii. 19. Comp. 
John, x. 14, 15.” | 
| I ſhall 


e : 

"y ſhall tranſeribe Mat. vii. 23. And then 
5e will I profeſs unto them, I never tnew you.” — 
It is manifeſt our Lord did not mean to ſay, that 
he never underſtood; ſaw, diſtinguiſhed, or diſcern- 
ed them; but rather, ' that. he never approved of | 
them. I would therefore tranſlate the word in our 
text preacknowledge; it will then read thus: 
% Whom he preacknowledged he alſo did predeſ- 
© tinate,”” &c. Thus Symſon, i in his Greek Con- 
cordance, p. 74. under the word fore knom, ſays 
He acknowled before, that is, loved, approved, 
< choſe unto himſelf.” That this is the idea f 
the word in our text is further evident, if we conſi- 
der that the apoſtle makes mention of a certain 
number of perſons as the ſubjects of God's preac- 
knowledgment; but we cannot ſuppoſe, that he 
meant to ſet bounds to the knowledge of God. 
&* Great is our Lord, and of great power; his un- 
4 derſtanding i is infinite,” Pſalm exlvii. 5. 
«© Known unto God are all his works from the 
beginning of the world,” Acts, xv. 11. „ Hell 
and deſtruction are before the Lord; how much 
© more then the hearts of the children of men !” 
Prov. xv. 18. Literally ſpeaking, there can be 
neither foreknowledge or afterknowledge in God, 
but there may be a previous approbation of per- 
n, even before they are born, as we ſhall ſee 

> 1 n 
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preſently. It is clear, that God knows all his crea- 
tures; but he does not at preſent approve of all: 
the word, therefore, ought not to be tranſlated 
foreknow, but rather foreapprove, as in Mr. Scarlett's 
- tranſlation, or, as we have ſaid above, preacknow- 
ledge. We may again remark, that preacknow- 
Jedgment is the ground of predeſtination if, there- 
fore, the word tranſlated foreknow refers to God's 
knowing that ſuch or ſuch of his creatures would 
act thus or thus, then we muſt underſtand the 
apoſtle as ſaying, that God did predeſtinate ſome 
of his creatures to anſwer certain ends, and at the 
ſame time knew they would anſwer thoſe very ends 
without ſuch act of appointment, which does not 
become the good ſenſe or logical abilities of the 
apoſtle Paul. | | 

Upon the whole, I think it cievidenr; that the 
apoſtle meant to convey the idea of approbation in 
the word mpzyros and that we muſt tranſlate the text 
in the following manner Whom he preacknow- 

te ledged he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed 
* to the image of his ſon.” 

Let us go on, and enquire ee are the perſons 
referred to in the text, ſaid to be preacknow- 
ledged? = 5 

Here let the apoſtle bimſelf determine. Let us 
read the 21ſt verſe of the xth, and the iſt and 2nd 


verſes 


„ 
verſes of the xith chapter of this ſame epiſtle, out 
of which our text is taken—** But to Iſrael he ſaith, c 
All day long have I ſtretched forth my hands 
«© unto a diſobedient and gainſaying people. I ſay, 
* then, hath God caſt away his people? God for- 
« bid: for I alſo: am an Iſraelite, of the ſeed of 
« Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God hath 
„ not caſt away his people which he rors- 
© xxEw—(preacknowledged).” It is evident 
the apoſtle is ſpeaking of the nation of Iſrael; and 
it is equally manifeſt, that he underſtands that they 
are the people whom God preacknowledged ; but 
gives us to underſtand, that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, God 
had not caſt them away; but ſhews, in different 
parts of theſe chapters, that ignorance, ſin, and 
| unbelief were the cauſes of their alienation. He 
1 alſo declares, that, if they abide not ſtill in unbelief, 
God is able to reſtore them, and ſays, that all Iſrael ö 
| ſhall be ſaved: for though he hath concluded them * | 
all in unbelief, yet it is for this end, that he might 1 
have mercy upon all: teaching us, that he was a 
caſc in point; that, notwithſtanding he was an 
Iſraelite, of the ſeed of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, yet HE rejoiced in the favour and merey 
of God; referring alſo to that dark age of his na- | 
tion, when the prophet Elias thought that he was ; 3 
the only one who worſhipped the true Jehovah; 
but even then there were ſeven thouſand who had 
D — 1 
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| bowed their knee to Baal , and in conſequence God 
had reſerved them to himſelf. So alſo, ſays he, at 
this preſent time, there is a remnant according, or 


rather conformable to the election of grace; a few 


faithful obedient Iſraelites, and God reſerved them 
alſo to humſglf Thus, from a conſideration of theſe 
things, it was clear, that Iſrael could not anſwer the 
challenge of God by Iſaiah, © Where is the bill of 
« your mother's divorcement whom I have put 
* away? Or which of my creditors is it to whom 
I have ſold you?” But that the real ſtate of the 
caſe is as expreſſed in the latter part of the verſe, 
© Behold, for your iniquities have ye fold your- 
5 ſelves, and for your tranſgreſſions is your mother 
« put away.“ Iſaiah, 1. 1. God, then, hath not 
caſt away his people whom he preacknowledged. 
If we refer to the pages of ſacred hiſtory, we 
ſhall find that the ſeed of Abraham were literally 
acknowledged before they were born; for, not- 
withſtanding Abraham was old, and Sarah paſt the | 
time of child-bearing, and had got no children, 
| yet God promiſed to chooſe his ſeed, and to make 
him a great nation: he- therefore wrought a mira- 
cle in giving him a ſon in his old age, and thereby 
fulfilled his promiſe. No wonder, therefore, that 
the sene ſhould call them a N 1 
Site! ih | 


Having 


* 
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„ 
Having thus diſcovered who are the perſons pre- 
acknowledged and predeſtinated, we go on to ſhew 
that what the apoſtle predicates concerning them 
is applicable to the nation of Iſrael. Moreover, 
«© whom he did predeſtinate them he alſo called.” 
God acknowledged the ſeed of Abraham while as 
yet he had no child, and ſwore he would chooſe 
his ſeed, to be a peculiar people unto himſelf, and 
declared, that, ultimately, in his line, all nations 
ſhould be bleſſed. But he alſo informed him, that 
before he choſe the people, they would ſuffer. a 
heavy ſervitude in Egypt for four hundred years, 
which came to paſs; the circumſtances which 
brought it about, every one knows who is ac- 
quainted with Bible Hiſtory. But in due time it 
pleaſed God to raiſe up Moſes (a man ſtrongly at- 
tached to the welfare of his countrymen) to be 
their deliverer. Pharoah, king of Egypt, being 
an idolater, worſhipping the heavens with all their 
hoſt, did not acknowledge the true Jehovah, the 
Aleim of Iſrael. Jehovah therefore, qualified Mo- 
les for his miſſion, by endowing him with power to 


*. 


work miracles before the houſe of Pharoah, in order 0 


that the ſuperior potency of Jehovah over all the 
gods of Egypt, might be demonſtrated, thereby 
proving that Moſes's commiſſion was truly di- 
vine, and that it was in vain for Pharoah to pretend 
to hold the people 1 in bondage when it was contrary . 
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to the will of the omnipotent Governor of all things 
ſo to be. Pharoah, being convinced that he could 
not keep the people under his dominion, com- 
manded them to depart out of the land. Thus 
God delivered the people by the hand of Moſes 
from that Egyptian vaſſalage which they had been 
ſubjected to for the ſpace of four hundred years. 
The prophet, or God by the prophet, alluding to 
this circumſtance, ſays, * When Iſrael was a child 
e then I loved him, and CALLED my ſon out of 
195 Egypt.“ Hoſea, xi. 1. And Paul. ſays,.— 
© Whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo 
oc called.” 

We g0 on now to ſhew their juſtification. ——> 
508 Whom! he called, them he alſo juſtified. „„ 
not recollect any paſſage of Scripture where the 
nation of Iſrael is ' emphatically called the juſtified 
people: but juſtification, in the Scriptures, being 
oppoſed to a ſtate of condemnation, no one can 
ſuppoſe, who conſiders the covenant relation of the 
| ; nation of Iſrael with Jehovah, that.they were in a 

ſtate of condemnation, conſequently, they were in 

a ſtate of juſtification. By virtue of that cove- 
nant made at Sinai, God became their God, and | 
they became his people in a peculiar ſenſe. * And 
“% Moſes went up to God, and the Lord called to 
* him out of the mountain, ſaying, Thus fhalt 
thou ſay to the Sous of Jacob, and tell the 
children 


—— — 
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* children of Iſrael, Ye have ſeen what I did unto | 
« the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagle's 
wings, and brought you unto myſelf. Now, there- 
fore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 
my covenant, then ye ſhall be a peculiar treaſure 
&* unto me above all people; for all the earth is mine. 
© And ye ſhall be unto me a kingdom of prieſts, 
* and an HOLY NATION. Theſe are the words 
© which thou ſhalt ſpeak unto the children of 
te, Nx; gone” ER | 

Here God puts the children of Iſrael in mind 
of the wonders and judgments which he perform- 
ed in Egypt for their deliverance. He appeals to 
their ſenſes for the truth of what he did“ Ye 
< have ſeen what I did unto the Egyptians,” &c, 
Our ſenſes, therefore, were not given to deceive, 
but to guide us in religion, as well as in . 

life; and it is ſinful to neglect the help which they 
afford. After bringing to their recollection the 
great manifeſtation of his power in their deliver- 
ance from Egypt, he promiſes, that if they will 
obey his voice and keep his covenant, they ſhall be 
a peculiar treaſure above all people; and in this 
place gives a reaſon for his conduct For all 
the earth is mine.” The choice, therefore, in 
the account Jehovah himſelf gives of it, was a 
claim upon the whole. The nature of this pecu- 

| liar 
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lar treaſure is then ſpoken of“ Ye ſhall be unto 
% me a kingdom of prieſts, and an holy nation.” 
In their obedience to this covenant the promiſe of 

life was given to them. ** Oh that there were 
|< ſuch an heart in them, that they would fear me, 
s and keep all my commandments always, that it 
c might be well with them, and with their chil- 
c dren for ever. Go, fay to them, Get ye into 
« your tents again. But as for thee, ſtand thou 
&« here by me, and I will ſpeak unto thee all the 
& commandments, and the ſtatutes, and the judg- 
% ments, which thou ſhalt teach them, that they 
% may do them in the land which 1 give them to 
* poſſeſs it. Ye ſhall obſerve to do, therefore, as 
the Lord your God hath commanded you; ye 
« ſhall not turn aſide to the right hand or to the 
„ left, Ye ſhall walk in all the ways which the 
Lord your God hath commanded you, that ye 
* may live, and that it may be well with you, and 
that ye may prolong your days in thc land ich 
<« ye ſhall poſſeſs.” Deut. v. 29—33. 
The phraſe, *< That ye may live,” certainly 
| conveys the idea of ſpiritual, and what the New 
_ Teſtament calls eternal life; becauſe common or 
natural life, with all its bleſſings, is promiſed di- 
ſtinctly immediately afterwards; ** And that it may 
be well with you, and that ye may prolong your 


6 days 


cc 


(8 


days in the land; otherwiſe the latter part of 


the promiſe ſeems to be tautology. Beſides, they 
had common life before the covenant was made; 


there could not, therefore, be any thing great, but 
rather the appearance of trifling, to promiſe them 
nothing more for obedience to the covenant, than 
what he had before communicated to them, name- 
ly, common life. 
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Again, God fays by Moſes, ** See, I have ſet 


before thee this day LIFE and good, and death 


and evil—in that I command thee this day to 
love the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, 

and to keep his commandments, and his ſtatutes, 
and his judgments, that thou mayeſt live and 
multiply; and the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee 
in the land whither thou goeſt to poſſeſs it.— 
But if thine heart turn away, and worſhip e other 


gods, and ſerve them, I denounce upon you this 


day, that ye ſhall ſurely periſh, and that ye ſhall 

not prolong your days upon the land, whither 
thou paſſeſt over Jordan to go to poſſeſs it. I 
call heaven and earth to record this day againſt 
you, that I have ſet before you LIFE and 
death, bleſſing and curſing; therefore chooſe 


life, that both thou and thy ſeed may live; that 


thou mayeſt love the Lord thy God, and that 
thou mayeſt obey his voice, and that thou' may- 
eſt cleave unto him, (for he is thy LIFE, and 
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F 
* the length of thy days;) that thou mayeſt dwelt 


c in the land which the Lord ſware unto thy fa- 


« thers, to. Abraham, to Iſaac, and to bn to 


ww 


give them.” Deut. xxx. 15-20. 
No one, I think, can read theſe paſſages with 


attention, but what muſt ſee that ſomething more 


than common life was intended to be communi- 
cated if they obeyed the covenant ; the expreſſion 
He is thy life is very emphatic. The apoſtle Paul, 
alluding to theſe promiſes, ſays, “For bodily ex- 
erciſe profiteth little, but godlineſs is profit- 


« able unto all things, having promiſe of the life 
* that now is, and of that which is ro COME.” 
1 Tim. iv. 8. 


Now the covenant was not only 8 but 


actually agreed to by the people— And all the 
En, people anſwered with one voice and ſaid, All 
l the words which the Lord bath ſaid will we do.“ 


EE” -- 


mant was then ratified by the offering of 


off for ſacrifice, and ſprinkles the people, laying, 


_ © Behold the blood of the covenant which the 

Lord hath made with you concerning all theſe 
Words. Exod. xxiv. 3—8. Heb. ix. 19, 20. 

4 | n was the covenant ſettled, and the people be- 


17 ih a . all che * belonging to 
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They declare the ſecond time their full 
| aſſent; then to conclude the ratification, Moſes 
takes the: blood of the beaſts. which had been cut 
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it; God in a . ſenſe became cheir God, and 


they became his people, a kingdom of prieſts, an 
holy nation, unto bimſelf—whom he called chem” 
. alſo juſtified. * 

The apoſtle goes on to ſay, Whom 1 


<< 'fied' them he alſo glorified.” The glorification 


here ſpoken of is generally thought to be future: 


there is no doubt with me but what the ſaints of 
God will be glorified with Chriſt in ſuch a manner 


as the generality of Chriſtians but faintly under- 


ſtand. They ſhall fee the king in his beauty, and 


he ſhall reign before his ancients gloriouſſy. But 


| as the whole of the paſſage We are conſidering re- 
fers to actions paſt, and alluded to to prove the 
truth of a propoſition, viz. That © all chings wok 


together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpoſe,” 
. we mult ſearch thoſe ancient writings where. the 


dealings of God with his people are recorded. But 


firſt, it may be neceſſary to note, that the word 
+9220: in this place, conveys the idea of honour.— 


de apoſtle uſes it in this ſenſe in other places N 


Rom. xi. 13. For I ſpeak td you gentiles, 


inaſmuch as I am the apoſtle of che gentiles, _ 
magniß mine office; i. e. I extol, or think it ho- 
nourable. . 1 er. ü a. And whether One 
member ſaffer, all the members ſuffer with it; 
* or one member be honoured, all the members 
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* rejoice with it.” We ſhall therefore read the 


text, Whom he juſtified them he alſo honour- 


„ ed.“ What people honoured like Iſrael? unto 


them alone did the Lord himſelf, with great ſplen- 
dour and awful majeſty, come down to deliver his 


law. Moſes ſpeaks of the greatneſs of their ho- 
nour to ſtimulate them to obedience This day 
the Lord thy God hath commanded thee to do 


* theſe ſtatutes and judgments ; thou ſhalt there- 


e fore keep and do them with all thine heart, and 


* with all thy ſoul. Thou haſt ayouched the 
Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk in his 

ways, and to keep his ſtatutes, and his command- 
ments, and his judgments, and to hearken to 
4% his voice: and the Lord hath avouched thee 
this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath 
& promiſed thee, and that thou ſhouldeſt keep all 
e his commandments; and to make thee high 
© above all nations which he hath made, in praiſe, 
& and in name, and in Honour; and that thou 
e mayeſt be an holy people unto the Lord thy 
God, as he hath ſpoken.” Deut. xxvi. XS, 17; 


| 18, 19. ; nk 4 


« Happy art thou, O Iſrael! who is like unto 
4. Aeg O people ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of 


e thy help, and who is the ſword of thy excellen- 


8550 FRE and' thine « enemies ſhall be found liars unto 
OL are . IE << thee, 


. 
te thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon their high, 


« places.” Deut. xxxiii. 29. — 

He hath not dealt ſo with; any n nation ; pany as 
6e for his judgments they have not known them. 
<« Praiſe ye the Lord.” Pſalm cxlvii. 20. 
Thus do the Jewiſh writers celebrate the glory. „ 
and honour of their nation. No wonder, there- 
fore, that the apoſtle ſhould ſay, Whom he juſti- 
<« fied them he alſo glorified. af 

We come now, thirdly and laſtly, 1 to N the 
| end to which they were predeſtinatedt. Whom. 
*© he did foreknow he alfo did predeſtinate to be 
- & conformed to the image of his ſon.” No- 
5 obſerve, that Iſrael was brought up in Egypt, 
which nation rejected the knowledge of the true 
Jehovah, and was conformed to the worſhip of the 
ſun and moon, i. e. the heavens with all their hoſts: 
but it was the fixt purpoſe of Jehovah to bear te(-. 
timony, by a people whom he ſhould chooſe, 
not only againſt the idolatry of Egypt, but of all 
other nations. He choſe Iſrael for that purpoſe, 
© whoſe terms of acceptance were, firſt, the belief 
and worſhip of the one true Jehovah ; ſecondly, 


obedience to all his ſtatutes and judgments.” The | 


people, upon their faith and promiſe of obedience; 
were taken into covenant; and God gave them the 
terms: and laws of the covenant to obſerve and 


EE en 


0 36 y. 
practiſe, which they promiſed to do. Thus were 

they conformed to that diſpenſation. Now that 
that covenant was a type, figure, or image of his 
| ſon is very clear from the New Teſtament, parti- 
cularly from the writings of the author of our text. 
* Let no manu, therefore, judge you in meat or in 
* drink, or in reſpect of an holy-day, or of the 
* new-moon, or of the ſabbath-days, which are 
« a ſhadow of things to come, but the body 'is 
« of Chriſt.” Col. ii. 16, 17. The Jewiſh ſervice 
is called a figure for the time then preſent, Heb. xi. 
9. In verſes 23, 24, it is ſaid, „it was neceſſary 
= that the patterns of things in the heavens ſhould 
et be purified with theſe (ſacrifices), but the hea- 


: \« venly things themſelves with better {acnfices 


4 than theſe. For Chriſt is not entered into tho 
. holy places made with hands, which are the 
. figures of the true, but into heaven itſelf; now 
46 to appear in the preſence of God for us.“ | 
Here are two things mentioned, firſt, patterns : 
ſecondly;. things in the heavens. By patterns we 
underſtand the Jewiſh tabernacle with all the veſ- 
ſels of the miniſtry. «. Moreover, he ſprinkled” - 
Hlkewiſe with blood both the tabernacle and all 
'* the veſſels of the miniſtry; and almoſt all things 
 * are, by the law; purged with blood; and with- 
"0 But PT of ye 15 NO remiſſion, It was 
9 therefore 


Ex 


| (3) 5 
cc R Seer that the patterns of things i in 
ED the heavens ſhould be pared” with theſe,”—= 3 
„ Verſes 21, . 3 | 
1 Secondly, things in the heavens. - This refers 10 "2 
-- that city which hath foundations, to that building | 
1 which is ſaid to be eternal, or awe, in the heavens, 
Nis to that glorious tabernacle which will be pitched | 
on the new earth, when God comes down to dwell 
with men, to wipe away all tears, to do away, pain, 
to aboliſh death, deſtroy the curſe, and create all 
. things new. See Heb. ix. 10. 2 Cor. v. 1. Rer. 
Iii 3, 4, 5. Allo, by the heavenly things them: 
5 | ſelves, we underſtand thoſe for whom Chriſt has i 
become an high-prieſt; they are to be purified bßß 
a better ſacrifice. Heb. xi. 23. That the 5 9 
refers to perſons | is evident from the 24th verſe 
155 „ For Chriſt is not entered into the holy Places | 
| „ made with bands, which are the figures of the 
« true, but into heaven irſelf, now to appear in. 
*© the preſence of God for vs.” The pronoun u, in 
ver. 24. anſwers to the heavenly things themſelves 
/ A x in ver. 233 it muſt therefore refer to the perſons 
1 for whom Chriſt was offered a facrifice. ' Again, 
" 1 apoſtle ſays, chap. x. 1. For the law having 
«a ſhadow of good things to come, and not the | 
very image of the things, can never with thoſe 3 9 
< ſacrifices, which they offered year by year conti- . 
N nually, make the comers TOR; perfect. „ 
ef y | 8 From =. 


(38 fy: 
| From hi laſt text weare informed, har it was the 
law itſelf that was the ſhadow of good things to 
come, and not the very image of the things; the 
mere image, i. e. the tabernacle itſelf, with all its 
utenſils, was nothing. What is there in a tent, 
baſons, diſhes, &c. ſimply conſidered? Verily no- 
| thing; but the law made them fi ignificant; it was 
the law, therefore, that had the ſhadow or type in 
it. From the whole we may learn, that the diſ- 
penſation of the law was a figure of things to come, 
i. e. of the goſpel, or, as the apoſtle terms it, The 
image of his ſon ; that Iſrael did conform to it by 
faith and the, promiſe of obedience, and on that 
ground they were received. Thus far was the 
purpoſe of God accompliſhed concerning them. 
= God had two grand deſigns in is FOOD 
people to himſelf. = 
_ Firſt, That his on, our 1 and redeemer 
| might be the firſt-born among many brethren. _ 
Now in order to underſtand this, we muſt again 
have vecourſoto the Old Teſtament; there we ſhall 
find that the father of the houſe was the abſolute 
- king of the family ; and that this authority, after 
the death of the father, devolved on the firſt-born 
fon: hence, Jacob, in bleſſing his ſons, ſays, © Reu- 
* ben, thou art my firſt-born, my might, and the 
10 beginning of my ſtrength, the excellency of dig: 4 
66 N and We IEF of power,” Gen. . 


* 


4 
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Again, the firſt-born had a right to a Jouble 3 


portion“ But he ſhall acknowledge the ſon of 


the hated (wife) for the firſt· born by giving him 


* a double portion of all that he hath; for he is 
<« the beginning of his firength ; the . of the 
", * firſt-born is bis.” Deut. xxi. 179. 


Another privilege which they be) was a 90 | 


to the prieſthood. * Becauſe all the firſt· born are 


ce 


mine: for on the day that 1 {mote all the firſt- 
born in the land of Egypt, I hallowed unto me 
alll the firſt- born in Iſrael, both man and beaſt; . 


cc 


* 


o 


* mine bog ſhall DE 1 am the Lond.” 75 . 


ili. 13. 


nion, the power, the pre eminence in all things are 
- his; for it hath pleaſed the Father that in him 
ſhould all fulneſs dwell: and he is infinitely wor- 
thy, becauſe he hath loved us unto death; yea, he 
died for us while we were enemies 0 God. He, at 


whoſe rebuke the ſea is dried up, and the rivers 


become a wilderneſs—he, who clothes the heavens 
with blacknels, and dreſſeth them in ſackcloth 
he gave his back to the ſmiters, and his cheeks to 


them that plucked off the hair, and hid not his | 


face from ſhame and ſpitting, and poured out his 
ſoul a propitiatory Gaerifice unto God for us. 


ITE WG 8 : 4 


. Now Chriſt is the fut born among many bre-⸗ 
1 i. e. his church. The prieſthood, the domi- | 
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OE: 3 He worthy is to be ador d 
ö . . that breathe or live; 


„And ev'ry creature to the Lord 
v2 * Shall adoration e e 


% 


A nd — was, that his e or 
church, might be veſſels of merey, that they might 
pour forth its riches among all the nations of the 
earth. God did not ſelect the people of Iſrael 
merely for their own good. If we refer to the 
promiſe of God made to Abraham, which was the 


that it was for the 3 of others: God ſays— 
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I 
"rs will bleſs thee, and make thy name great, and 

thou ſhalt be a bleſſing,” ; 
Here we find that God not only promiſes to bleſs 
ſhould be a bleſſing; and does not even ſtop hete, 
but ge goes on to inform us of its extent, and that we 
find to be univerſal— And in thee mall all fa- 
* milies of the earth be bleſſed. Not only the 
family of Abraham, but all the families of the 
. earth were to be bleſſed in him. Here can be no 
exception; no, not even of one perſon; for every 
individual belongs to ſome family or other. See 
Sen. Xii. 2, 3. So again, God ſays, Abraham 
„ ſhall ny een a rat and mighty nation, 
f 6. and 


foundation of their being choſen, we ſhall find, 


Abraham, but alſo declares, that Abraham himſelf 


| . ( Y 41 ) RE ; 82 
1 and al the nations of the earth — Dy bleed i in 
him.“ Gen. xviii. R | 
It was this promiſe! 80 to Ve chat cauſed 
David to ſay, All nations whom thou halt made 
« ſhall come and worlkip before thee, O:Lord, and | 
© ſhall glorify thy name.” Plalm Ixxxvi. 9. 
Hence it is that when God had brought thi 
people out of Egypt, and was about to conſtitute 
his church, he ſays, Ye ſhall be unto me a king- 
dom of prieſts.” Exod. xix. 6. Here we find, 
i, © | that not only the tribe of Levi, but, in a certain 
ſenſe, the whole nation were to be prieſts. They 
were to teach the nations round about them tlie 
Vorſhip of the true Jehovah that ſalvation was 
5 alone in him, and that it was full and free for all. 
1 Thus it pleaſed God to honour men, by making 
| them (under his Meſſiah) inſtrumental in the great 
Work of redemption. David well underſtood the 
agency of the ſaints in this work of God: ſpeaking 
of the glorious ſucceſs of the Meſſiah, he ſays 
N A ſeed ſhall ſerve him; it ſhall be accounted to 
the Lord for a generation. They ſhall come and 
< ſhall declare his righteouſneſs: (or juſtification) | 
* unto a people that ſhall. be born, that he hath * ' 
done this.“ Pſalm xxii. 30, 31. Here not only 
| the holy or ſeparated people are ſpoken of, but their 
Vork deſcribed; they are to declare che juſtification | 
of e to a W undoubtedly already in 
8 -Þ 7 1 
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5 | being, but- Anacquiainted with that new bitth of - 
Which our Saviour diſcourſed to Nicodemus - 
* Verily, verily, I fay unto. thee, except a man be 


* born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. 
John, iii. 3. Again, David, celebrating the uni- 
verſal goodneſs and mercy of the Lord, declares, 


that all the works of Jehovah ſhall praiſe him; and 


again brings i in the miniſtry of the ſeparated ones 


__ as1nſtruments in bringing about this univerſal ado- 
ration Thy faints ſhall bleſs thee ; they ſhall 


ce ſpeak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of 


ec thy power; to make known to the ſons of men 


* his mighty acts, and the glorious majeſty of his 
c kingdom.” Pſalm cxlv. 10—12. 


It is for the want of this knowledge that men go 


on in ſin; but when they are brought to conſider 
the mighty works of Jehovah, and the glory and 
greatneſs of his kingdom, then will they be aſham- 
ed and utterly confounded at their conduct. 


Therefore is it ſaid, And all men ſhall fear, and 


. ſhall declare the work of God; for they ſhall 
4. wiſely conſider of his doing.” Plalm Ixiv. gi: * 


From what has been ſaid we may obſerve, that, 
Fs the doctrine of predeſtination is ſovereign 
and abſolute, yet it is not perſonal, i. e. it does not 
reſpect a ſingle individual, but the church of God at 
_- large: individuals, therefore, may fall off; but if 

God, by his power and providence, keeps a church 
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| on 8 to "oa on that: great work of: Glatten 
wich Chriſt hath wrought by his death, then his 
purpoſe ſtandeth faſt, and he performeth the coun- 
ſel of his will. Hence it is, that in the law of 
Moſes we find precepts given concerning tranſ- 
greſſors —if a ſoul do fo or ſo, he ſhall he cut off 
from among his people; but ſtill tlie church ſtood 
as before. Yea, it is an awful fact, (let the gen- 
tile church hear it and fear) that the great Law- 
giver and Judge, for the tranſgreſſion of that peo- 
© ple whom he firſt choſe, has cut the whole ef them 
off, and they are now ſhut up in unbelief, fin, and 
rebellion, the awful conſequences of which ought 
to make us tremble. But ſtill God has a church 
upon earth—he has grafted the gentiles into the 
olive tree, as the apoſtle terms it. He has taken 


FF: the kingdom from the ſeed of Abraham, and given 
it to the faithful among the heathen : hence it is 
ſiaid, © Ye are a choſen generation, a royal prieſt- 
* hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people :” hende 
i. alſo the gentile church is ſaid to be predeſtinated. 


Paul, writing to the church at Epheſus, ſays 
Having predeſtinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jeſus Chriſt unto himfelf;” i. e. God 
| had before determined that, upon the rejection of 
the Jews for tranſgreſſion, he would ſend meſſengers 
| who ſhould declare the riches of his grace among 
the e gentiles; that of them who believed he would 
ES EEE. 
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conftitite'n church by adopt ing them in the place 
of the Jews. ¶ But let it be remarked, chat the gen- 
tile church ſtands on the ſame ground as the Jew- 
ich did, 2. e. faith. The apoſtle ſays, “ Becauſe 


Hof unbelief they were broken off, and hoo 


* ſtandeſt by faith. Be not bigh- minded, but 
«+, fear. For if God ſpared not the natural 
ee branches, take heed-leſt he alſo ſpare not thee, 
„ Behold, therefore, the gbodneſs and ſeverity of 
God: on them which fell, ſeverity, but towards 
t thee goodneſs, if thou continue in his goodneſs; 
„ Otherwiſe, thou alſo ſhalt be cut off.“ Rem. x. 


a0 — 22. Phus it is by faith and obedience we 


ſtand; if we are elected to ſalvation, it is through 


ſanctification of the ſpirit, and 4elief of the truth, 


2 Tbeſ. ii, 13. Let us therefore give ee 
to make our calling and election ſure. — 


; We may allo: ablerye, that as che gentile e 
5 gands on the ſame ground as the Jewiſh, ſo they 


are hofen for the ſame end. Ye. are the light 


86 438 the world, a ſays Chriſt, Mat. V. 14. They | 
were to manifeſt the truth to the. world. 80 again, 


| the apoſtle Paul ſays, Being predeſtinated ac- 
675 cording to the purpoſe of him who worketh all 


if thiogs after the counſel. of his own will, that we 

are be to the praiſe of his glory who firſt 

£* truſted. in Chriſt,” Epheſ. i. 11, 12. Here 
obſerte, that the great Foe for which they were 
. | f | e 88 5 


/ 


} 


e {| 45 3 

EET INES is, kit they may bs to the-praiſs;/or | 
rather to the irradiation of his glory. Now the 
glory of God is the ſalvation and happineſs of his 
creatures. When he manifeſted his glory to Mo- 
ſes, he ſhewed him goodneſs; his goodneſs, there- 
fore, is his glory: he hath no pleafure i in the death 
of a ſinner, but that all ſhould turn and live. His 
name is Jehovah, Jehovah God, merciful and 


_ ** gracious, long ſuffering, and abundant i in good- 


“ neſs and truth; keeping mercy for thouſands, 
< forgiving iniquity, and tranſgreſſion, and ſin.“ 

They that know his name, ſays David, will put 
their truſt in him. The church, therefore, i is to 
irradiate the name of Jehovah, that finners may be 
converted unto God, and put their truſt in him. 
Yea, ſo extenſive 1 is their work, that 1 it reaches even 
to the upper regions. Unto me, (fays the apoſ- 


«tle Paul) who am leſs than the leaſt of all aints, 


is this grace given, that TI ſhould preach among 
<« the gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, 
«© and to make all (leave out the ſupplement nh 
«© ſee what is the fellowſhip of the myſtery, which 
from the beginning of the age hath been . 


4 in God, who created all things by Jeſus Chriſt; 
to the intent chat now unto the e 

a * and powers in heavenly places might be known 

oh A. the church, the manifold wiſdom of God.“ 


5 pheſ. 


7 
> 


4 
- : , \ 
+ w 
— \ * heat =; 4 -* 
— 8 L ” 
— Sos - — _ 
q -_ * N — FR ” . — * 
8 2 : — - 


8 1 . t f iy 
— — rr of — = 1 
A 1 _ ds * 


* — 


( 46 ) 


Epheſ, iii. 1—10. This . haye ee | . 
to the fallen angels. | 
One more text I cannot belp l POWER | 


it hath been quoted in part already; it is 1 Pet. ii. 


9. “é But ye are a choſen generation, a royal 


s prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
4c that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him who 


« hath called you out of e into his marvel- 
* lous light.“ | 


Thus have I ſhewed you the nature, end, and 


_defign of Predeftination. Herein does the cha- 
_ xacter of God appear moſt glorious—contrary to 


What! it does in any other view of the ſubject. The 
God of love appears in all his goodneſs, even in 


this doctrine which has been thought to be ſo 


cen 5 


One remark more, by way of improvement, 
cal conclude this exerciſe; and that is, nothing 


can harm us if we be followers of that which is 
| _ good. All things, every trial and every difficulty, 


- ſhall be over-ruled by the mighty providence _ of 


God, and ſhall turn out to the good of thoſe who 


love God, to them who are the called according to 


his purpoſe; For whom he did foreknow he alſo 
did predeſtinate zo be conformed to the image of 
1 _ * his ſon, that he might be the firſt-born among 


5 many brethren. Moreover, whom he did pre- 


„ e deſtinate, 5 


* Wa them he alſo * and whats: he 


85 called, them he alſo juſtified; and "whom he 
" Juſtified, them he alſo glorified. es 
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